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Quebec has played a special role in French history; the modern province occupies much of the land where
French settlers founded the colony of Canada (New France) in the 17th and 18th centuries. The population is
predominantly French-speaking and Roman Catholic, with a large Anglophone minority, augmented in recent
years by immigrants from Asia.
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Pre-European period. The area known today as Montreal had been inhabited by Algonquin, Huron, and
Iroquois for some 2,000 years, while the oldest known artifact found in MontrÃ©al proper is about 2,000 years
old.; In the earliest oral history, the Algonquin migrated from the Atlantic coast, arriving, together with other
AnicinÃ pek, at the "First Stopping Place" (MontrÃ©al).
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A public corporation, the STM serves the mobility needs of the population by offering an efficient public transit
system (bus and metro).
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